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villagers will help the authorities now constituted by giving the intelligence
which is at their disposal, dacoity will be rapidly stamped out. A few hard
cases may result from a general disarmament, but individual cases make bad
law.

I have the high authority of the Marquis of Dufferin for saying that one
of the pleasantest features of the earliest years of our administration in Upper
Burma has been the happy relations which have existed between the civil and
military officers employed on the great work of the pacification of that prov-
ince. I cannot more fittingly conclude this report than by putting on record
my most grateful recollections of the uniform consideration and cordial co-
operation which I and the troops under me received in the first instance from
Sir Charles Bernard, and afterwards from Sir Charles Crosthwaite, under whose
straight, strong, and energetic administration the hold we have now firmly
established on the country is rapidly developing, bringing with it increased
security of life and property, and consequent happiness to the people, and
adding to their material prosperity. The darkest chapters of the early history
of British rule in Upper Burma were the legacy of the dynasty which we over-
threw in 1885. Soldiers and civilians have since worked together for the
common purpose of removing those evils and of giving the advantages of peace
and a happier condition of life to the very interesting and attractive people
of our newest province.